May 14, 2024

The Honorable Jon Tester The Honorable Susan Collins

Chair Ranking Member

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on
Defense Defense

Room S-128, The Capitol Room S-128, The Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

To Chairman Tester and Ranking Member Collins:

As you work to complete the FY25 Defense Appropriations bill, the undersigned organizations
respectfully urge you to include $20 million to create a Colorectal Cancer Research Program
within the Department of Defense Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program. Our
organizations represent thousands of colorectal cancer survivors and their loved ones, physicians
and researchers committed to reducing the burden of this disease.

As the second leading cause of cancer death for men and women combined, the leading cause of
cancer death for men under 50 and the second leading cause of cancer death for women under
50, it is clear that more resources must be dedicated to colorectal cancer research.!

Incidence rates have been increasing among individuals under 50 years of age - a key
demographic for our active and reserve duty military personnel whose average age is 29.6 years
— at an alarming rate.? Individuals born in the 1990s have double the risk of colon cancer and
quadruple the risk of rectal cancer as those born in the 1950s.2 Additionally, three of four
colorectal cancer patients under the age of 50 have no family history of the disease, and over 60
percent are diagnosed at a late stage when the disease is far more difficult to treat.# In those later
stages, it becomes more expensive for patients and becomes an overwhelming financial burden
on those patients and their families.

Over 13,000 active-duty service members were diagnosed with colorectal cancer between 2001
and 2021, with the highest rates being seen in the Army, followed by Air Force, Navy and
Marine Corps. Several substances frequently used in military operations have been linked to
increased risk of colorectal cancer including hexavalent chromium, asbestos, petrochemicals, and
benzo(a)pyrene.® This represents a readiness issue for our Armed Forces. We owe it to our
active-duty and veteran servicemembers to invest in finding solutions.

We are grateful that colorectal cancer has been eligible for funding through the Peer-Reviewed
Research Program (PRCRP) since FY 2010. The PRCRP has supported research exploring
issues important to both the warfighter and the civilian population, including whether



environmental chemicals are associated with an increased risk of colorectal cancer and looking at
ways to develop a colorectal cancer vaccine.

But we are leaving good science on the table. In FY2022, the DoD received 66 colorectal cancer
applications. Of those, 25 were deemed “meritorious,” but only nine applications were funded.
Those projects could be the key to more effective treatment options or uncovering why more
young people are being diagnosed with colorectal cancer.

We understand that this is a challenging budget environment, but the cost of doing nothing is far
greater. In 2020, the United States spent an estimated $24.3 billion on colorectal cancer care.®
Investment in colorectal cancer research is critical to change the trajectory of this disease. As you
draft the FY25 Defense Appropriations bill, we urge you to provide $20 million to create a
Colorectal Cancer Research Program within the Department of Defense Congressionally
Directed Medical Research Program.

Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to working with you on this important
matter.

Sincerely,

Fight Colorectal Cancer

Association of Black Gastroenterologists and Hepatologists
AliveandKick’n

American College of Gastroenterology

American Gastroenterological Association

California Colorectal Cancer Coalition (C4)

Cancer Support Community

Champions for Colorectal Cancer Inc

Collaborative Group of the Americas on Inherited Gastrointestinal Cancer (CGA-IGC)
Colon Cancer Coalition

Colon Cancer Prevention Project

Colontown

Colorectal Cancer Alliance

Colorectal Cancer Equity Foundation

FORCE: Facing Our Risk of Cancer Empowered
Georgia Center for Oncology Research and Education
GH Foundation

GI Cancers Alliance

Hitting Cancer Below the Belt

Man Up to Cancer

National Comprehensive Cancer Network

Nevada Cancer Coalition



ONE CANCER PLACE

Prevent Cancer Foundation

Raymond Foundation

Tell5Friends Foundation

The Blue Hat Foundation

The Gloria Borges WunderGlo Foundation
United Ostomy Associations of America, Inc.
Washington Colon Cancer Stars



